Screening for middle-ear disease in schools for hearing-impaired children.
The aim of the study was to determine the prevalence of middle-ear dysfunction in a group of hearing-impaired children attending schools for the deaf. Two groups of subjects between the ages of 4 and 16 years were selected. Group 1 consists of Caucasian and Group 2 of Negroid children. Otoscopic examinations, impedance and pure tone testing were performed on each child. The results indicated a prevalence of 43% failures on the impedance tests in the Caucasian group and 18% failures in the Negroid group. Chronic problems like perforations, otorrhoea, etc. were more common in Group 2. The results also suggest the existence of differences in the prevalence of middle-ear dysfunction between normal and hearing-impaired children.